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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 12/19/2008 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claims 1 and 5 have been cancelled. 
Claims 2-4 and 6- 20 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Line 2: "is" should be deleted. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 2-4, 6, 7 and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fitoussi et al (US Patent 6,332,633). 



Application/Control Number: 10/594,181 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3679 

As to Claims 1 1 and 14, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly (Figs 1 A and 1 B) 
comprising 

a male luer fitting member (12) having a longitudinal axis and adapted for 
connection at a forward end thereof with a female luer fitting (14), respectively, the luer 
fitting member comprising a conical restraining surface (34), the conical restraining 
surface comprising a rim (30; Col 4, Lines 40-44) approximately orthogonal to said 
longitudinal axis; the luer fitting member further comprising an annular surface (68) 
approximately orthogonal to said longitudinal axis (Fig 1B); and 

a locking member (54) comprising a hollow central lumen, an annular, inwardly 
protruding plateau shaped protrusion (64), and a body that extends axially beyond at 
least a portion of the conical restraining surface and toward the forward end of the luer 
fitting member (Fig 1A); wherein the locking member can, in assembly of the connector 
assembly, be moved from a rearward end of the luer fitting member toward the forward 
end thereof (Figs 1 A-3B), with said protrusion snapping over said conical restraining 
surface; and wherein said protuberance is adapted in use of the connection to engage 
said annular surface as a positive stop (Fig 3B). 

As to Claims 2, 3, 1 0, 1 7 and 1 8, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein 
the locking member comprises a finlike handle and an undulating grip (see Examiner's 
Figure below). 



Application/Control Number: 10/594,181 
Art Unit: 3679 



Page 4 



Examiner's Figure 
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As to Claims 4 and 19, as best understood Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly 
wherein the locking member comprises a skeletal handle (see Examiner's Figure above; 
Examiner notes that there are no structural limitations defining what a skeletal handle 
comprises, and that applicant is merely naming the handle). 

As to Claim 6, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein the locking member 
comprises a cavity grip cavity grip having an indentation approximating the shape of a 
human thumbprint (see Examiner's figure above). 

As to Claim 7, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein the finlike handle 
radially extends outward from approximately one longitudinal end of the locking member 
(See Examiner's figure above). 
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As to Claim 9, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein the locking member 
comprises both a skeletal handle and an undulating grip (See Examiner's Figure 
above). 

As to Claims 12 and 15, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein the 
annular surface uniformly mates with a corresponding annular surface of the plateau 
shaped protrusion (Col 4, Lines 40-44). 

As to Claims 13 and 16, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein the rim 
uniformly mates with a corresponding annular surface of the plateau shaped protrusion 
(Fig 3B). 

As to Claim 20, Fitoussi et al disclose a luer fitting assembly wherein the locking 
member is rotatably mounted upon said one of the male or female luer fitting members 
(Col 3, Line 23). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fitoussi 
et al in view of Werschmidt et al (US Patent 5,620,427) 

Fitoussi et al disclose the luer fitting assembly significantly as claimed, but do not 
disclose wherein the undulating grip comprises ten waves. Fitoussi et al do not disclose 
any structural or functional significance as to the number of undulations on the grip. It 
has been consistently held that change in the shape of a prior art device is a design 
consideration within the skill of the art. In re Dailev , 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 
(CCPA 1966). Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the assembly of Fitoussi et al to have the undulating grip comprising ten 
waves as the reference does not disclose any structural or functional significance as to 
the number of undulations on the grip as this is merely a change in shape yielding 
expected and predictable results. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents D517209, 6893056, 5984373, 6673059, 5620427, 
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6843513, 5702374, 5047021 , 4735441 , D483869, D454637 and 5611576 all have been 
cited to show similar luer fitting connections. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA T. KENNEDY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8297. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Joshua T. Kennedy/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3679 
9/9/2008 



/Daniel P. Stodola/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



